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Rakegate Primary School 

Modern Foreign Languages Policy  
(Spanish)  

VISION STATEMENT  

‘Working together to achieve our best’  

1. Intent 

At Rakegate Primary School, the MFL curriculum is designed to enable pupils to explore the 
cultural capital of another country through its language and traditions. As the UK is becoming 
an increasingly multicultural society, we have a duty to provide our children with an 
understanding of other cultures and languages.  The MFL provision for Key Stage 2 at 
Rakegate Primary School is designed to reflect all of this and also takes into consideration the 
primary MFL entitlement as set out in the National Curriculum 2014.  
 
The key elements of MFL learning at Rakegate are:  
 

➢ Our language learning is inclusive and enjoyable for all.  

➢ The main language we study is Spanish.  

➢ Children are exposed to different languages and cultures throughout their time with 
us, due to the broad background of nationalities that make up the population of our 
school. This is celebrated as a strength of our community. 

➢ Spanish is taught as a coherent programme from Year 3 to Year 6 using an online 
resource ‘Speekee.com’. 

➢ The curriculum also encompasses learning about Spanish life and culture.  
 
Spanish now ranks Number 2 in the world’s most spoken languages, behind English. Influenced 
by this fact and that many of the holidays taken by our families are to Spain, the decision was 
made to change MFL to Spanish as it we felt that it would be more relevant to our children’s 
cultural capital thus providing the perfect opportunity to make their MFL learning more 
valuable and meaningful extending beyond the classroom. The topics selected for each year 
group feed into this belief and will equip the children to be able to confidently engage in 
conversation about all things relevant to everyday life.  

2. Implementation  

The Modern Foreign Languages curriculum is to be delivered to all KS2 children. Children are 
given the opportunity to work as a class, as part of a group or as an individual. The time 
allocated to Spanish is 45 minutes per week in KS2. Spanish learning is supported throughout 
school by the visual display of key words naming objects around school and key vocabulary in 
the classroom (as set out in the MFL non-negotiables). An online structured programme is 
followed ‘Speekee.com’ which provides a clear and comprehensive scheme of work in line with 
the NC with videos and authentic pronunciation tools to help aid delivery by non-Spanish 



speaking staff. A long-term overview detailing the topics each year group is to cover can be 
found in Appendix 1. Units and skills are taught progressively and short-term planning and 
evaluation is carried out by the teacher on a weekly basis, using the ‘Speekee’ online scheme 
of work.  Each child’s attainment in MFL is assessed by teachers using the assessment 
overview at the end of each unit. 

It is our intention, if the budget allows, to employ a dedicated specialist teacher to ensure 
consistent and authentic delivery of this subject. In addition to this, the wider curriculum will 
provide opportunities for MFL to be reinforced through cultural capital activities and events: 
eg, learning about Spanish religious events, typical Spanish summer picnics, Spanish recipes 
and cooking delivered through whole-school themed days.  Opportunities will be planned for 
whole school assemblies using Spanish, making links with religious festivals and when 
appropriate, make a link to Spanish culture.  

3. Impact 

The desired outcome is that by the time children leave Rakegate, they will know more and 
remember more about MFL as detailed below: 

➢ Children will understand the relevance of what they are learning in languages and 
how it relates to everyday life and travel. 

➢ Children will recognise and apply key Spanish vocabulary verbally. 
➢ To be able to confidently engage in conversation with a Spanish speaker. 
➢ To understand how the learning of a language will broaden their opportunities in 

later life (career prospects). 
➢ To foster an enjoyment of languages through a variety of lessons, including 

interactive, singing and outdoor lessons. 
➢ Children will be able to write a limited amount in Spanish. 
➢ The large majority of children will achieve age related expectations by the end of the 

year. 
 

4. The Key Stage 2 Framework for Languages  

Every child should have the opportunity throughout Key Stage 2 to study a foreign 
language and develop their interest in the culture of other nations. A high-quality language 
education should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world. 
Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning further languages, equipping 
pupils to study and work in other countries.   

By age11, they should have the opportunity to reach a recognised level of competence 
according to the DfE Programme of Study. Modern Foreign Language teaching offers 
opportunities to:    

➢ Develop children’s linguistic competence (language skills and language learning 
skills);   

➢ Understand and communicate in a new language;   
➢ Make comparisons between Spanish and English or another language;   
➢ Increase their cultural awareness by learning about Spain and their people, and 

working with materials from this country and its community;   



➢ Foster positive attitudes towards Spanish language learning;   
➢ Use their knowledge with growing confidence and competence to understand what 

they hear and read, to express themselves in speech and writing;  
➢ Form a sound basis for further study at Key Stage 3 and beyond. # 

 

5. Subject Planning 
 
➢ The school uses a three level planning system: short, medium and long-term planning 

following the ‘Speekee.com’ online scheme.   
➢ Class teachers will be responsible for the teaching of MFL within their own classroom. 
➢ MFL planning should follow the units set out in the medium term plan (Appendix 1) 

ensuring that there is a progression and children’s skills are developed and secured 
throughout the year groups within the key stage.   

➢ A unit of work, will be taught over a suggested sequence of weeks as set out in the 
medium term plan. 

➢ Children will apply the knowledge and skills of what they are taught and build on 
these progressively. 

➢ MFL will provide learning opportunities for individual /paired /group work and whole 
class teaching. 

➢ Where possible, cross-curricular links will be made. 
 

6. Teaching 

The delivery of MFL at Rakegate, should ensure that children are taught to:   

Pupils should be taught to:   

➢ listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and 
responding;   

➢ explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the 
spelling, sound and meaning of words; 

➢ engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to 
those of others; seek clarification and help;   

➢ speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures;  
➢ develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they 

are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases; 
➢ present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences;   
➢ read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing;   
➢ appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language;   
➢ broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are 

introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary;   
➢ write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express 

ideas clearly;   
➢ describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing;   
➢ understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including 

(where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high 



frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for 
instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English. 

The above points represent the core material on which teachers can build in order to provide 
entitlement to language learning. Short-term planning and evaluation is carried out by the 
teacher on a weekly basis, using the ‘Speekee.com’ scheme of work. 

7. Learning Environment 
 

Key vocabulary is on display in every classroom. (see non-negotiables Appendix 2).  We 
aim to provide a learning environment where children feel confident enough to ‘have a go’ 
at a new language and interact with each other. 
  

8. Assessment and Recording 
 

The children are assessed continually throughout the year, with the teacher giving feedback 
orally, through marking and verbally. Teachers should assess and record children’s progress 
and attainment according to the skills identified in the assessment overviews for each unit of 
work from Speekee.com which feed into the end of year expectations for each year group. 

 
Teachers will assess pupils’:  

➢ Knowledge of vocabulary, phrases and pronunciation;  
➢ Ability to record and communicate in a clear manner;  
➢ The majority of assessments conducted will be through observation and discussion;   
➢ A selection of work may be retained as evidence or photographed for this purpose.   

 

9. The Subject Leader 
 

The school’s appointed Subject Leader will oversee the continuity of MFL and the 
progression of teaching and learning through a cycle of monitoring including classroom 
observations, planning and work trawls. They will monitor the quality of teaching and the 
standard of work produced. Where appropriate, evidence will be kept to show the quality of 
teaching and learning taking place throughout the year groups. The subject leader will offer 
support to colleagues and share their expertise and experience. They will encourage staff 
and pupils to be creative and advise teachers on teaching methods they may wish to 
explore and any advice as to how to use the online scheme of work to maximise its 
effectiveness. 
 

10.   Resources 
 
➢ Key words for display; 
➢ Log in details for Speekee.com; 
➢ Medium term plan for each year group; 
➢ Corresponding worksheets / resources as set out for each unit. 

  

11.   Equal Opportunities 
 

At Rakegate, we are committed to promoting equal opportunities irrespective of socioeconomic 
background, gender, disability and ethnicity in all areas of the curriculum. We believe all 



children should have access to and participation in the learning of languages and to be 
supported in this process. Equal opportunities are addressed in the Rakegate Equality Policy 
and care is taken in MFL lessons to ensure all pupils are provided opportunities to experience 
all learning opportunities.  Pupils with special educational needs or disabilities may be assisted 
by an adult during MFL lessons.   
 
We allow for differentiation, with a range of strategies, which include: 

➢ Providing resources and setting tasks of different complexities, matched to the ability 
of the child; 

➢ Setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses; 
➢ Providing speaking and writing frames to scaffold responses.  
➢ Using a range of questioning. 
➢ Using a trusted partner to build confidence; 
➢ Greater teacher intervention/ TA support. 

 
12.   Inclusion 

 
At Rakegate, we teach a modern foreign language to all children.  A modern foreign language 
forms part of the school’s commitment to providing a broad and balanced education to all 
children. Through our modern foreign language teaching, we provide learning opportunities 
that enable all children to make progress. We do this by setting suitable learning challenges 
and responding to each child's different needs.  Any native Spanish speakers themselves would 
be considered an asset to Spanish lessons and teachers ensure their full involvement and 
engagement within lessons and the efforts and achievements of all children in the subject 
celebrated.  

 
13.   Contribution of MFL in the Wider Curriculum 

 
R.E / PSHE  
Popular Spanish religious festivals and customs will be observed through assemblies and 
themed days. 
GEOGRAPHY 
Year 6 children study ‘Hola Mexico’ which will made links with the spoken language and how 
it arrived there. 
 

14.   Policy Review 
 

This policy will be reviewed at the end of a two-year period in consultation with the 
Headteacher and teaching staff.  
  
  
J. Whitehouse 
April 2020.  
 
Policy Agreed: February 2021 
Policy Review Date:   September 2022 
 
 
 



Appendix 1 – MFL Long Term Plan 
 
 

 
 

Levels are linked to the Speekee.com website 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 3 
Level 1 

Introductions 
Level 2 Friends 

Level 3  
Art 

Level 4  
Family 

Level 5  
Alphabet /  

Level 6  
School Day 

Level 6  
School Day 

Level 7  
Day Out 

Year 4 
Level 8  

Weather    
 

Level 9  
Matching Pairs 

Level 10  
Game Show 

Level 11  
Passports  

Level 12 
Shopping 

Level 13  
Animals 

Year 5 
Level 14  
Sounds 

Level 15 
Sleepover 

Level 16  
At Home 

Level 17  
Fun Fair 

Level 18  
Birthday /   
Level 19  

Haunted House 

Level 20 
Treasure Hunt 

Year 6 
Level 21 

Restaurant / 
Level 22 
Planets 

 

 
Level 23 Sports  

SATs  
Revision 

Level 24 Magic 
Show  

Level 25 
Whodunnit? 

Consolidation/  
Yr6 Transition 



 

Appendix 2 – Non-negotiables 

MFL (Spanish) 

Non-negotiables 

Spanish displays 

All classrooms must have a Spanish display which shows: 

Lower KS1  

• A small-scale map of Europe showing where Spain is. 
• Numbers to 20 
• Colours 
• Days of the week 
• Months of the year 
• Simple greetings and responses 
• Seasons 

Upper KS2 

• A small-scale map of Europe showing where Spain is. 
• Numbers to 20 then the numbers 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90 and 100 
• Colours 
• Days of the week 
• Months of the year 
• Food and drink items 
• Seasons  
• Weather 

Planning and delivery of lessons 

• Spanish must be delivered once a week (45 minute lessons). 
• Use the Speekee.com online scheme of work which provides planning and resources for all lessons.  
• The medium term plan should be followed. Rough guidelines are given for the amount of time each unit should 

take. 
• Lesson plans should be annotated to show what is covered each week. 
• One lesson may be carried over more than one lesson – please indicate this in your annotations. 
• Ensure planning is evident on your timetables and that work is recorded on Seesaw / in books. 
• One activity per term planned for as part of a themed day. 
• Assessment opportunities are built into the end of each unit and measured against your year group’s end of year 

expectations. 

 

The following documents can be found on CloudW (MFL section): 

• Long term plans; 
• Medium term plans; 
• End of year expectations by year group; 
• Non-negotiables; 
• Key words for display.  


