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Reading at Rakegate

Being able to read fluently and having a sound understanding of the 

written word is crucial for a child’s learning and development in order to 

achieve their potential across the curriculum and into the wider world.  

At Rakegate, we aim to :

teach children the skills of being able to decode and comprehend a text

develop the habit of reading widely and often, both for pleasure and 

information. 

create confident and competent readers who can develop into equally 

competent writers. 



How is reading taught?

Early Years - Year 1 

• Children are taught RWI (a synthetics phonics programme) 

to support their development of decoding words.  Daily RWI 

lessons focus on hearing, saying and writing sounds 

including blending and segmenting. The learn to use their 

sounds to decode words including some nonsense or alien 

words e.g.toop, zay, veep etc

Year 2 - 6  

Children are taught specific reading skills through a series of 

four lessons each week ( Mon-Thurs). The lessons support the 

comprehension skills needed to develop their understanding of 

the text.  The lessons build upon the learning from RWI 

phonics lessons. 



Reading Skills Lessons

The lessons, which last 25 minutes each day, focus on one of the 

following reading domains/skills:

• Give/Explain the meaning of words in context

• Retrieve and record information

• Summarise main ideas

• Make inferences from the text/explain and justify inferences with 

evidence from the text

• Predict what might happen from details stated and implied

• Identify/explain how information is related and contributes to meaning.

• Identify/explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words 

and phrases

• Make comparisons within the text



How are the skills taught?

Each week, teachers plan for opportunities for 

modelling, practice and application of skills through the 

context of the quality text being used in English 

lessons.

Using the class text that is being used for English 

lessons will allow more time and opportunity for the 

discussion of the text/chapters read.  

All children, regardless of ability access the same text -

exposing everybody to a rich and varied vocabulary.

Children are also exposed to a variety of fiction, non-

fiction and poetry genres to support this learning too.  
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What does it look like in lessons?

• Some examples of types of questions children may  

answer during a reading skills lesson:







How can you help at home?

• Ensure children are reading often - at least three times a 

week.  Encourage them to read individually and to read 

aloud to someone else at home. 

• Ask children questions about what they have read to 

ensure their understanding of the text.

• Encourage children to read a range of texts - fiction, 

non-fiction, poems, newspapers, magazines etc.

• Encourage children to use Bug Club - our online reading 

tool.

https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/start

https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/start
https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/start


Any Questions?


